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The House being in Committee of the Whole on the state of tha Union — 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Illinois, said: < 

Mr. Chairman : I had not intended, till within the last fey^^lli^jiib 
to submit any temftrks of my own on the subject of this mnoh.ye^T' 
Kansas question. It is entirely exhatisted. It is impossible, to pteh: 
sent anything in the way of novelty or argument, or even of deqlamar 
tion, (in a subject which has been so long discussed before the fiouse. 
and befoi'e the country. 

I do not propose this evening to go into anything j^ke a jgeheral 
discussioii of the various points that have been mooted tmd discussed 
on this floor ; and were it not that this question l^s assumed an im- 
portance in the public mind far beyond what it is entiued te, in 130^ 
estimation ; were it not for the fact that the people of one section of 
the Confederacy are agitated, and seem to think their peculiar institu- 
tions find their constitutional riglits are involved in this issue ; were 
it not fo^ the fttct that a large portion of the people of tW ooontrj. 
seem to' think that on the result of this question, now l«Sbte .the 
House, de^ndfii the perpetuity of the Ui^iicm ; t^nd^ as sepous rei^ 
may, iii fact, foUo-r the action of t^tonfrt'edg, it becpme0\im|i6rta&f not 
only that we should record our votes, but thatr the couilflfcry shonHt Be 
inforined what were our views and mbtivea for 80 doing ; were it not! 
for tli^fjj^l^ts, I would have been content to cast"* silent vote. 

But-j.sfi*, as the record in reference to tlie conduct of the raembe?* 
of thJii Hoase will be looked to hereafter, and as fhe Bepreaentativ^ , 
from one section of the Confederacy are charging that those v^ko 
tha admission of Kans';)> under the Lecompton donstito^on are d^ig 
it on sectional fftotint^ ; ^^d for sectional motives, and t(at our ht^ 
dnct ^ govern^ by ^..d-slavery sentiments, I wish to ii^[aQe ia^ietf 
rittht on the record before the House and before the coan2^^ 

jBefbre ooming, however, to any question which tegitinrntefy bea^ 
on the ral^ect now before the comiQittee^]^ wish to allude to one or 



two p^)ia't;8; iatlier'ia'mdenlal tiian directly, loearirig on the questions 
that have been "brought i^p in, t(he_couTSQ jif Miis-.. debate. 

And, first, 1 will notice very briefly the fact that it has been, time 
and again, insinuated by gentlemen coming from one section or 
another of this Confederation that the opposition, and the sole opposi- 
tion, to the admission of Kansau under the Lecoropton constitution 
arises from the pressure of anti-slavery sentiments. Now, sir, if 
gentlemen who make this charge know it to be false, their conduct in 
making it is scandalously unjust to those who have been, during thei 
whole, Ijfetiinfr^ vyajj-ring^^iagainst the giieat^ipt , obstacles, in faeor of thp- 
CQ|i8taWtfo'ha| Tights of; the Spli|.h ; \a3iE- if; they do not know it tov he 
false, tlbeir ignorance is inexcusable. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, that a large portion of those who are op- 
posing the admission of Kansas under this Lecompton constitution 
are oppogeji/ tp,- the admissiojl ?of ^hy-jijioiie 'stave ^Statea, and conse- 
quently are not willing, as a general rule, to let the people interested 
settle this question of slavery for themselves, This is the position, 
as I understand it, of most of the members of the Kepublicau party. 
It 18 well known here and elsewhere that I dissent from this view 
entirely. I am for the perfect equality of the people of all sections, 
whether they are in the States or Territories. 

I think this doctrine of congressional prohibition is sectional, un- 
just, and dangerous in its tendency, and that if eve? a party takes 
possession, of all the brancbes of this, .Government acting on that basis, 
aiid'attem^^ts to ca^ry oufe.that principle, it will le^d inevitably, to a 
dissolntioii of the Union, and a breaking, up of this great Confederacy. 
Tfiafc is'ioy. view about it. X^np it by no means follows, as is cha.rged 
by thb^^ ^who are in favor of the admission of Kansas upder the Le- 
cofuptOn cohstitution, that those of us who are opposed, to fcliat n^easure 
aye influenced rby any intention , or desire to exclude a bonOf fide slave 
Stat^.^ fljArn'oppoging it/beGa,use I -p^ill not sanction what I beiif^ve to 
bo a.grosi out^fa^e upon'4;he very principles on which, the Ai^erican 
EetplMot^ -^ajSjIoUght ;^ hecaa8e I will not sanQtioa frauds, • which I 
b^i^vfe ate as (ifee^ and black, as, ever were perpetrated in this or any 
other country, ana because I believe that I woulc[ be sanctiion.ing, if I 
wete fo vote' for ,dt, the mi'sera^ spawn wb-ieK, Jias Qome fi-ppi the 
macJimatioTis of the LecQga'pton cohspijators, for I Ipok ngpn the 
autliors of that con^iiifu nothing else but conspirators against 

th'eiilJerties .of thos^ w^iose. willr they ought' to hftve regarded, , , ' . 

Mr. CMiroiati, that the Lg.c^^^ tolerates siavery is 

not ojiiy lipt mj^^ but it constitutes no part of my 

objectioh. J state here before tho House ap,d ike country, thatj so far , 
aS I am. co]icer^Qe^d,,I Kpld that the people of Kansas have thie..^^rae 
right to aS[i3|)Va^pi*0-Slav^^^^ if they a^rj^ in favor of it,, as 

tliey.have to ad^t ?i frfe^^ constitution. .1 have no right, ib^ my 
ojdnioh, aud ceYtai^^^ disposition,, as a jnember of th^8,Con- 

gre^&^ to 'dibt^e o^^ to influence the action of the people 

of ^^'ansas' o)tt^ ,t^is or any otlier subject, tjpon this question of the, 
ri^ht'oif j)eo|)1e ;0f Kansas to adopj; a pro-slavepy constitntioHj if' 
they d'esirio it,' I" ha^e not a shadow of a doubt. If could ipS'Aence, 
their action one 'wa^ of the other ! certainly should not do so. 1 have 
nbt'a particlk of feeling on the stibject, one way or another. / 
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upon some otli'Bi occasion I might have thouglii pTOpQi' to g^';) iato 
thig question at greater leEgtb, but I will not do it at this time. • i 
propose hastsniag througli the few points which I intead to preaeEt. 
I wiM-remark, in justification of myself, that I have made- a4)iprj2p'a>» 
ratioa whatever for this diecusRioia. I have had my mmd' directed' 
other subjects entirely, and the remarks which I shall •maks'Will 'ne- 
cessariiy be very desnltory. The only proper doctrine in i-egatii^ to 
this question of slavery i6' that which I supposed hskd heeia^ adopted 
andwasthoroughly understood by the Democratic party of this eoUSi t%^' 
the doctrine of ' Bon-interveniiion, which was embodied in the Mansss-' 
Nebi'f.ska bill and in the 'Oincinnati platform. Upoa- that ide^- the^ 
contest and canvass for Pte8ident-wa,8 rnaiie "which' namfed^Mr; Buch- 
anan into the presidential' cha;ir. I think thajt at the time of th^? eaa- 
vas8 of 1856 the doctrine of non-int'ei'venti«^D was -Hndi^^tfetood ^J^ th© 
American people and by the Dem6ei*atic pa.rty. B&t we aiJe 6i|;&m''^!l 
at sea. ^ Since this Congi^ss convened, tor the -pnrpoee; 6f foxcmg- 
through ar favoritfe project 'of- genii eriien here^ we ar-<6 every day He^tin'gj 
new 'idfeas in tegara t<i'the^docti?iae of intfer^elitioii and nou-■i^lt«^v^-- 
tion which were tiever^'dreaiTned of Until now. ' ■ 

Now, sipj what iis th^ doctrine (if non-inter veatioh? Ifc is plain and; 
simple, and when you present it to the mind it can be dfetinfctly coiit- 
preheaded and understood. There is no diffi<3ulty about it. 14^ k sim^iy^ 
this : that the Federal Gy>VdMme&t shall, in no mafrner wHaiesVef at° 
tempt to dictate or control the'looal laws 6t domestic instituti^'cls iof ^jlsky 
State or Tarritory ; that ^' thfl' people thereof shall be left perfectly M4" 
to detetmijae these matters for themseltes ; md if they get i^to a^qtifeb- 
ble or quarrel among themselves, they have dohe in- K-aasks,- th&t 
we shall teep our hands off, and have^nothing to do with them ^tititil:^ 
they peacefully and quietly, fairly and honestly, settle the foi-fii' of ■ 
their government for themselves. Congress has no p6Wei^?iij regMd 
to the Territories, to legislate upon the subject of slavery. - Of SiiHjL 
at least, I have no doubt. It is not withia the le^itimatei|)roirac8!of 
the General Government. But it does not follow that Cdngresi^, or 
any member of Congress; is under any obligation to vote for the ad- 
mission of new States, either'" with slavei?y or without slavery in their 
constitytiolas when there is any other proper and legitimateobjedtioti'to 
such admission ; want of population, want of pr^iientation % the peo- 
ple themselves for admission, want of fairness^ or any other honest? 
and legitimate objection. Sir, if it should appear to nrjr safciBfactibn 
that the great body of the^population constituting the people of > the- 
Territory were felons or outlaws or rebela^r—as the President calls the - 
people of Kansas — that would be fmffioient, in my judgm^nW'iiot 
only to lead me, but to force me, acting, as tHe Representative of a'free 
people, >ind looking to the interests of thi^ great ceunittjr, to give my' 
vote against the admission of any such State or any such people diito 
this Confederacy. If the people of Kansas were felons or outlaws^ or^ 
belonged to a degraded race, such as free negroes, who had coiferried 
upon themselves, by their own action, the rights of citizcniefhipl; a 
poptilation which I: did nc>t ^think worthy to be placed on an e^tiaHty 
with myself and those I repr^^nt, in adminipterihg and taking ^fert' 
in the affairs of the Governmeirt, i should. Snot; hesitate to oppose tthe 
admissio'ii of stich a State inic this Gonfederaoy. ; ■ ii. i. ■ 
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.Bii'fe- skj I will not, dwell upon this. There is another point to 
T/hieh i wish ,tt> call attention, and that is to what I call the iadecQnt 
attejuptito oyirspize, whip ia5:or read out of the party Democrats whose 
G<5MeiQacc'8 jndgmeatg will uot sanction these frauds, I do not 
iatead to dwell upon this, although it is a suhject vforthy of the 
gr^vigt.eoQ&if^eratioa. ; ' ; ■ 

:.Th©m;ihaa bf;ea ^n. attempt to brand, as rebels and as traitors—- aofc- 
mthstaading ! what might be the judgweni, of gentlemen, not.wifch- 
Btaadiag wh'ait itheir eongciencep and their constituents might dictate— 
those JWho wiU not bow down to i^ower aadiick the hknd -that attempts 
toilasliithero into,, the traces. For j jay^elf, i will s$.y,, that I have as 
strojQg an attp,chment for the Bemo^a-atic party and, the Democratic 
Exiseutive a& any man upon this floor Qr in the country, but I ^m not 
a> apaaiej to ^hi^ ■whipped iatp the service of any man or set of men. L 
■^aii.tbink aiJid act as the Bepreaentative of a great and free people who 
Qwe ]i?<^hingritQ Presidents or Cabineta. In acting with the Demg^jratic 
pj&rty , I do ^0;from my conviction of right and duty, and from no other 
motive whftt^v^r, I will permit no ijian on earth to, think for me, or 
dictate my course of action. I haveithe honor of representing the 
strongest Democratic district in this Union.; a district which, with the 
sectional issuer presented in the last presidential contest, increased its 
I)einoCratiQ majority more thap any other in the country, which swelled 
the maiori^^ for Mr. Buchanan ten thousand over any former vote. 

Mr. H^a^s. Will the gentleman permit me? 

Ml*. Mabsqall, of Illinois. I will yield to the gentleman with 
plei^sur©^ if he;will ask a direct question, and waive hia usual preamble. 

Mx. Hl^GHES. I will try to agk a question without a preamble. It 
is this: who is it that has attempted to establish this test, and to read 
men out of the party? 

Mr. MAESHAjiL, of niiuois. That ia a very direct question for the 
gentleman,. It is done notdriously by the present Administration. It 
is done by the organ of the Administration in this city. It is done by 
tlie Admiaiatration throughout the country ; and it is well known that 
the teniue of office depends upon whether the incumbent will bow 
down his conscience and his judgment to this Lecompton scheme. 

Mr. HuGSES. Has the gentleman been excluded from a Democratic 
caucus of the whole Democratic party because of his opinion oa this 
question? 

Mabshall, of Illinois. Not at all ; I do not pretend that there 
has been any direct action, because it so happens that & cf ngressional 
caucus haa no such power conferred upon it, either by the people, the 
Oonstitution^ or even the Cincinnati platform. 

Mr. LAvrBMOB. Does the gentleman from Illinois know how soon 
he may be excluded from a Democratic caucus after to-morrow ? 

Mr. Mabshall, of lUinoia. I do not know, and I do not care. The 
matter doss not disturb my equanimity for a moment, 

Mr. Lawrsnoe. Nor mine either. 

Mr. Mabshall, of Illinois. I know that a congressional caucus has 
no such power. This is a matter of fidelty to the party, to be settled 
by the conventions of the party in the States, and by the national con- 
^eutioa. For myself, I think a mania a ^ood Democrat who always votes 
the Democratic ticket without scratching, and manfiiUy battles for 



5 



the priQciples of his party, the rights or the people, a'ld theOonstiiu- 
tion of his coiintry. 

Mr. Clark, of Few York. I think, if the gentleman refers to the 
proceedings of last evening, that he will see that this conclusion is not 
fairly deducible from those procecdirigs. 

Mr. Marshall, of Illinois. I do not refer to that ; but is it not 
known to gentlemen on this floor that a paper in this city, recognized 
as the organ of this Administration, has forgotten the Kaow-Nothiug 
party, the Aholition party, and Black Republican party, and has gone 
down into the sewers of filth and defamation for the purpose of fishing 
up epithets to hurl a,t Democrat's upon this floor, denouncing them 
as traitors and rebels, with ether similar choice epithets. 

Mr. HuaHES. One more question without a preamble. 

Mr. Marshall, of liiinois. Yes, sir ; if it' is without a preaficible. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. Hughes. Before any party tests were established, did n0t the 
gentleman from Illinois meet in caucus repeatedly with gentlemen 
who were opposed to the Lecompton constitution ? 

Mr. Marshall, of Illinois. The gentleman has been propounding 
that question a great many times, and I do not know whether he has 
got 8- satisfactory answer or not; but permit me to say that those who 
are in favor cf the admission of Kansas under the Lecompton constitu- 
tion, I do net care what they call themselves, whether Democrats or 
Know Nothings, have the right to adopt whatever means, after con- 
sultation, they may deem proper, which may harmonize" t'heto and 
best subserve the 6nd they have in view. But that is not establisMiig 
a party test. Those who are opposed to it, and think it is frandulf nt, 
who think it is a violation of the principles of our Government, if 
they really want to defeat it, may get together and agree lipon stseh 
a coui'oe as will secure their object. For myself, I have never goiie 
into caiicus or consultation with anybody 6icept Deniocrats^ i^i regard 
to this or any other political question. ' • ; , 

MV. ^luGHEs. I want to say this : If T can get the floor after the 
gentleman has concluded his speech, I will give niy Views on this 
subject. ■ ; ■ 

Mr. Marshall, of Plinois. I have no objection to^ that, atid 1' ^li&ve 
no doubt that the geiitleman will throw much sdditioniAr Mjght on'tlie 
sUbiect. , ■ •., . -u : --■ !. • ■'.!; 

I n'ill resunie my remarks : Who ar6 the men a^afest'wKom tMs 
CT'jfc^ade is made ? Who afe the men' that are denounced as Freei- 
Soilers, as Abolitionists, as traitors, and rebels? Of what niaterial 
are they made? It so happen^ that the- an'ti -Lecompton Demeo'r'afs 
who oppose this odious measure (I speak of the measure, and hot of 
those who support it) have to a man got a clean Democratic tebor^. 
You will find none of your broken-down Free-Soilers among us. ' It 
is not in the ranks of the anti-Lecompton Democrats, but; in'yotir oWn, 
that you will find your authors and advocates of the Buffelo platform. 
Your Hon. John Coohranes, (now, by the grace of God andiSipiecifel 
favor of LecomptoniteS) chairman of the ^' Denaodratib cattcuB," that 
is to establish the test of orthodoxy,) yoUr Y&n Bttren^, and yoiir 
Dixes, and your James (rC-rdon Bennetts, and men of that character. 



li!li0A"Q is aoi a man among tis, wliOj from his iirst vote dovvn ho the 
present timej lias not a clear Democratic record, without apot or Mem- 
hhy and beyoi^d ail suspicion. I invite any gentleman v/ho may desire 
it to enter into the investigation. 
Mr. Hughes. I will do that. 

21?. Maeshall, of Illinois, I would like to take up the record 
of my frieud, and a few other of such immaculate Democrats, b'lt I 
cs=ir.:^i; do it to-cight. I cannot confer that favor upon them. 

But,; sir,. it afforda me no pleasure to pursue this line of remark. I 
w6uM much rather avoid all criminatioa of every kind, and see our 
Democratic friends all move on harmoBiouely together, J3ut one thing 
is worihy of remark. It so '\appens that those gentlemen who are so 
rampant to read m out of the Democratic party are mostly men who 
Iiave, uptil very recently, warred against Democracy their whole lives. 

It ia i. good illustration of the old doctrine that new converts are 
always more zealous than old members of the church; [laughter;] 
they take a far greater interest in the church than those who have been 
in it all their lives. I repeat — what you ali know to be the fact- — that 
a. gEefttpap|ion qf these very men, who are now so eager to read out 
of: thia B^mOcratic party men who have bee?! in it all their lives, are 
m^n who h,ave gone down with other parties, and who have jumped 
upoBiitlie .Bepocratio platfoirm to keep from going to the bottom. I 
jnake tl^ese remarks in no spirit of crimination. I have no lectures 
-to rej34:th.e^e; gentlemen for their past Siii? and transgressions. I was 
oue of tiljoeej sir, who received gladly an^ welcomed cordially the re- 
tiii'idag, prodigals into the bosom (if .the Democratic party. But I 
would ad^se a little more modesty in their deportmerjt lor the future. 
Jj^t their conduct not lead us to suspect, that they entered th^ - party 
©aly to distract and divide. Let us not be forced to the conclusion 
that, (JndaS'iike, they kissed only that they might more easily betray. 
' Mr. Ohairman, while on this subject of party fidelity, there is one 
other 'matter to which I suppose I had as well allude hf^re. Itfis, I 
rfcjow, .?iot a matter of much importance, and certainly not a thing 
lyllkiph di^tiscba, my equanimity a particle ; bat it has become a subject 
of remark, and probably deserves some notice. I refer to it the fidore 
i;^diiy ,b^U$e I l^noVir that my sii^ceue regard for my southern friends 
JEiot 1)6! cluestioned. There is in the South a certain class of poli- 
ticiang-~far from constituting a majority, I am happy to s^y— who 
.$3fJ0gate, to ^K^mselveH a superior wisdoOi, plume themselves upon 
-iibeir s»perior Democracy ^ and claim the right, as if they bad a patent 
ttom Qo^ Almighty for the purpose, to declare what is and what ia 
apt Deanocracy. These xaen, often as destitute of brains as of modesty, 
©ssert by their deportment, and sometimes by their language, a supe- 
tip-rity for sosthcrn gentlemen and southern Democrats over those 



•j^ow, 8ir> one, I am tired of these peacock goHerings Q.nd hsiae- 
le8& aasnmptions. , I wieh to make no comparisons ; I wish to impeach 
; no man's , motives or fidelity to his party. But truth and justice to 
, jnyself j^]Qd those with, whom I act require that I should say, that in 
aJl/the ifisues on the slavery question which the Democratic party have 
made for th.0 maintenance ot the constitutional rights of ' the South, 
you gentlemen from that section deserve no particular credit for the 




position you k&re assumed ; you are floating vnth the carreut of 
popular opiidoQ in your ovvn section ; you are lighting' yoi- jquy ov/u, 
interests, for your altars and year firesides, your "domeHtic Ins'cit'ii'' 
tions you dare noi take any other position ; you could not du so and 
stand before your constituents for a "momeot. 

But how is it with northern Democrat ? A more unselfish, de- 
voted^ seif-aacrificing band of lAen have never esisted in any political 
organisation. In the face of the natural anti-slavery sentiments of 
our own section — in the face of the Abolition and Free-Soil waves, 
mountiiin high, -whioh threatened to ingulf us, and which were too 
often raised and streagthened by the rashness and folly of soutlieria 
men-~we have, year by year, breasted this Free-Soil deluge, and 
beaten bact its fierce waves. We have battled for your rights, not 
because they were yonrs, but because we intend always to defend ihe 
right, without regard to section, and regardless of consequences. We 
have done this without a murmur, udaic!ed and alone ; for we have 
been more often crippled by the rashness and assumptions of soiitfiern 
men than strengthened by any aid from them. We have freely, 
without hesitation, united with you in these issues, by which our sanies 
have been thinned and broken, and thousands of our bravest captmns 
overwhelmed and driven from the field. We ha ve, without a rmli'mur, 
united with you in these issues, by which you ha ve been strengthdned, 
until you- have been able to break down all opposition, and c<>ine up 
here a'«mted and unbroken column. And cow, forgettitjg the ineaiis 
by which you haVe been strengthened and we "weakened, too jinany, of 
you ha^e become arrogant and dictatorial, and claim for yourselves 
all the credit of the victory, and thfe right to" set up new aid uiihesrd 
of tests of Democmey. 

If ever a people deserved -commendation for a faithful, unflinclimg 
adherence to right and duty, the northern Detnocracy deserve that 
commendation. If any people are entitled to 'gratitude fdr aa usaflelf- 
ish and perilous defence of the rights of others, the northern D^tno- 
cracy ought to have been met with that gratitiidel Bu^ Whit ate ^Ihie 
^cts? When the great sectional battle had been fought fend.' Won'; 
when the Opposition Were, by thousands, abandolaing their' -section^ 
platform of cbngressional prohibition, we come up here, and'j i^stestd 
of gratitude^ friendship, or everi common courtesy, we Are Boc'et witli 
contumely i, denunciation, proscription, insult, atid injustice, We'^are 
denduncfed '^a-traitbi'S, rebels, and renegades, 'because we kjate' d^tier- 
mined at all hajzards to defend the rights of the white nian to gbrera 
liimself, $n'5 to Yesi6t to the last every attempt to subjugate feith hy 
fraud or Violence. We are proscribed becanse we will not basbly" f>6y^ 
the knee tb power, or yield to the seductive influences of ExediitiVe 
patronage. 

Sir, I have l)een taught that Democracy is a glorious ptinciple^ 
emanating from God, and having its home in the hearts of lioiiest 
men. I have been taught that it is based on the goldeh rule 6f dt>ing 
Tiiito oth'efs^as we would that they should do tihto iisi that it^^endjs 
the eq^ual rights of all men, and works injustice to none ; that ";^Hke 
the deWs of heaven, it dispenses its blessings to all alike,'' and resists 
wrong, fraud, usurpation, and oppression, from whatever quarter tliey 
may come ; that popular rights constitute its base, and that its apex 



■■looj-aik^.to, ihe- eMxn&'l ■ psiBcipIes of kut]).;,arKl. jupiice. : This.: sir,, w \ 
■ '^^i^i; : is .imder^oo'dj l^y.-- liemocvacy j,n . ^tKe -hwm'b^e ... scKool, ••f^hero I • 
'•™ eiiiicateflj and'.ai;rAong ftaf; igallani /p.oopl^ ;whom, I •ajix, proud., |o 
' (Xepieseiiiiiere, - .. . As ■.the' represent?itive of- that •. principle * , ^hat' ^people ■ 
• fljave ' a ' ccn-iiial and almflsVj'iinanimpiis .yot^.; foiv . • -Buphanan foi- 

.jPresident..-, . , r-, ;\ ^^^'xr■■ •.. ..v i^ v-: ■• •-■ ^. - 
.'. But npw/as if to add msiilt to mjury,,yQn have , dragged ,mto my 
T^resenc,] %. , hybrid monster, conceived in sin and , .hrought , forth in 
iniquity ; the'' mi'^eraMe - off8|)ring of, conspiyapy and , er^mo, covered 
•with frahd, a^d hearing wfth it.the markiJ (ff inlamy | a,, hp-stayd hant- 
' ling,, disovif ned, repudiated, loathed, and despised, hy the people, wnope 
child it, oi^jm? to he ; you have dragged into my presence this fetid 
mpnster, offensive , to;:my , eyes and my nostrils, lahelled-it Lec^mpton 
'constitiiti,op>" chriBtened. it by the , name , of Pemooracy, and . ask me 
to how down and-,T/orsiup it as my idol,: J. Jell, you I %vill n<?t.'doit. 
With -mj convictipns, it -wouM he dishonorahl^, in ,;me to do , s^, 1 012 
i^ay clenounce and j)robci?ihe, pile epithet npon .epithet, ^nd, Jinrl Jo^r 
anathexnas/nntil you are sick with your own follyjiiind i^^ will all pass 
.hy me-as the:.gle:iwinds:T^hich I heed not,; T.^veAs-m PPW"^ m.e<^rih 

that cQiild.in^A^em^^^^^ ■ '■'].■ ^•-^ ; vi 

, And nowji let me j?ay to my southern friends, ypwhaye carried this 

thing' "fay. enough. " Y9;a'are .askipg- us to tf^ke.a; positipn i3pon:,which. 

■we could not and ought nottp stand; Before you further heap epithets 

iifid.,deniT'nciations/: ripen, ^8,,it would he weE fp?:- you tprpauge anct 
the hist'Ory-of the-Democratic; party i.. The; sacrifices l^rYeheen 
aiiogetSer on our.'side^,and not yours. hayc never. he,^n 0tr.0ngth- 

'ened one particle ^liy. act' of yours, , I wigh to, ImQW^T^liat .eonces- 
bioK you have ever ms^e in our party orgamzation for., .the purpose ot 
streagthening; pur -hands?. ¥7hat do -^e; owe you?,, ^. When have we 

:heea.m'epgthpned'.in;9 course-^uppn ^tHs, floor, OK.'.before, pur,,GOE.- 

p,t,itueBtSjl>y'.any cqneeWp^ y^ .-"v-' ■ , 

' ' \Mr= JoHEg-;.of..Tennessee« , If the. gentleman, ,wj|.l;permit . me .to aste 
'Km.'a .question-, 1' desire to. know; ifthe.- souther^ -Democracy -have .ever 
.asked ■n.orthern fien o,r ' any'other men, to concede anything/-hut th^i? 
constiitutioaal rights? If we have: ever- gone^ hey on4;th®(Q^astitution, 
we ask you.. no|;-.,to ' concede it. . AH-.^erask of .you is. the. qons.titutipii 
of the country .and ■Dempcratic principles. . . .'•^-■''■■■' ;v -.^^ 

Mr-ii'MARSffALLj-'of .Illinois.. • I am. not... aware,; that;, ypu-, have. asked 
inoxerntil now, . '.I.liave,.said before my cbastituex^ts^ aEd,h.efpre.the 
co,untry,'in. public -addresses," that my conv.ict(on is,, that, ^afariasih© 
legislation of the pountry up to. this time is concerned,: the. .South has. 
asked nothing which , is. not her .right under the Constitution, of the 
United. States. -But J am. sure, if you.call this Lecoin|)ton .constitu- 
tion a southern measure, you are asking that which is an insi^lt to the 
people; both of the North and South, -aq 1 honestly ,he].ieve it ought to. 

he considered. ' . \ - ^- \' ' ''^ jcu 

Mr .Hughes. I wish to say a word right here m . justice to the- 
gentleman from Illinois, The gentleman has made an" insinuation 
here,- in reference to my record. r ,1 

■ Mr. Mabshall, of Illinois. . Oh, I cannot. yield the, floor further. 
I do not intend to go into that. 



•Mr. ;Hv.GHE§.-. 1 jttst y^M% ;to icayi . ..fclia!. I .clyftlloago tdxaf gvntl-niiiCvnj' 
01" jvny.'otller gmtl©man, toiim^: ;th{it record. ■ , . , ■ .' , \ ,; i 

•:.;fMi!. MAKSijAf^Ly.of lUmois,-,-; My /.Mend must excHae,.m«*;;;sJ do 
nQt intei)4 .tp go into small matters tlhis eveningv [LfiugKtGi';'j . , ■; . . 
Mr, Hughes. I do ; '.for I, expect to-ans^ver you.^. - [Laugliter,]. 
:Mf. '^mmA'hL) (Qf.IUinpis. The gentlomarv bad^ 'better ■ xHgcuss 
, J^7jfisdf, m'}):Q 8QemQ to make MmselC conspicp,oiis by attempt- 

ing to magiiify vex'y.small things: [rLaugliter.] ; . r 

• ; : Mi\ AmnW'- M i-. desired ; to make myself .conspioiioUtSs'I' should 
seek. to ,array;iny,delf against, some man of more, standing thotr the 
geiitl^i^an fr,oi»i J-Uinoia. [Renewed laughter.] ,: : : 
L...;]^;y.i^MfiiisnAiiLj,, of JUinoig.' This is/not the; ,fi,r«t. .time J- !iQ.Te 
; seQn (SipaalL things tryiing to magnify their; own iiwportanfce. - ;It is sjot 
, the firfjii timei I,,hs.ve heard, of fiies huziaing around and .trying to a«?tuaOt 
the ^i-tentioH ,of objects much. larger than theineelves. ;[La'ugh.ter.'|: 
, : Mr., Hughes.,, r Buzzing around yery dirty places. ■ [Escessiye laugh- 
".t^r.]-. . ^r'rr ' . ■ ■ " '/ ■ ^j"'' -' 

. , ,Mi..,Mahbhall, of Illinois. , -The very kind of places-in. which: I 
shonl^li expect to find.the gentleman from Indiana. [CoinitihuQdjlatJgh- 

' -^.MrvJSuGHF^. ^rlt isjus.tlth,© place I find iiriyself ■ .-wh^iii I folloifv aftdr 

. ^rMr. .MAESiMT,i.L, of Illinois. Well, I hope the : geptlem9)n will; enjoy 
.his rsitu^tio^ of the committee for indulging 

•.in;this- h9d:inage;.; , .1 have .been led into it;;utiexpecte4ly.' liet itr.atop 
^ hore,^ . I;]bayc j?o unkind feeiingsfto wards. the gentle.ii?an- fiom. "ladisna, 
jan^ I hope hor^ili so coi^ei4er i he is sati&fied nos^^ I am jerSr.sure 
' ;-fea^i;l,£',m.. [iaughter-,] ,1...^ . :.; - :•; ■ 

^. life. : Oli,ai;5maBy the presen tat of this. Lec'ompt-oa .constitut'Io,!?. 'to 
0"Qng3'ess,<i;^ffered. the- people of t.he.So'dth the bes't opportiir?jity they hafs 
..e>7:er had of .building up. a .great national ,gnd con8erTr.s,tive party j't^Mcli 
, "p^ou^d^ha^e;:lb:een•a._M■l^^ constitutional' rights of -thr^ Soi^^ctli 

in.-^.aii time., Ijo,. pome. .'.And^^^^ ; What y^ds our ^difficulty through- 
' oj.it ^l\§->TGvth,dp"flng. the last presidential canvass, ia maintaining th.Q 
._doctra^<?.of:-<the Kansas-E'ebmska- Mll.aad .the .CincinnrJti platform-r- 
^-the'^ioctrini^.'of isaying4he, people, fre form' and ^seglalate^ their- .Oi^;:]!! 
. doiaeatiG i'B.gti.j;Utions ■. im their own 'way, siibject O'alyf^to the. Gonetitp;- 
. ..tion..,of the;Hn(t|?4 S^^-'^^s?; was . the. difficulty.? .-. It..wa^-,-ii.Ot 

,tha|:- 'there. .wa«.,.?.^ doctrine, hostile. to the-sentimejits of 

.the great, body: of the 5?.orthern people. •:, Our ■ opponents.: . charged, that 
tho-'P- ■ ^.ati(?(party.'were not acting in good, faith, and did not.ms.an 
■w'. .--.sE^'id, or, intend to carry, out the ■ principles they 'profei3s.ed-; 
,. thaii bae Peroocratic party "was a pro-sla.very organisation jj that •we, 
the meniof the !Eorthj -who were supporting it, were doughfaces, hire-' 
lings., 4x)mg the bidding of, the slaveocracy ; and that when the. Demo- 
crats got into.,;po.wer,: they would 'not leave it to the people of. Kans.as 
to SiBttle the matter at the polls, but would force slavery upon them ; 
that the ;Ka3SSS-Nebraska bili was passed for that very-purpose., We 
denied this charge every where^ and insisted that the ©emocratic party 
was honest in. its professions, and that the people would be pe.rmittsd 
to frame their, constitution and res'ulate their ' domestic affairs accord- 
ing to their own will. And I tell you, if we could have satisfied, the 
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' people of the 'Nort.li iliat sucli vvOuM b'a the practical effect of -the doc- 
trines of the Democratic party, and of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, iiie 
Eepwblic&n party would have been reduced not only thousands, but 
hundreds of thousands, and the Democratic representation from the 
North upon this floor would have been doubled. 

Well,' sir, here comes up, after the election, this famous Calhoun 
€onyentio^i in Kansas; and they frame a constitution which everybody 
knows—there is no use discussing it — ^and which the members of that 
convention know — to be a fraud and a misrepresentation of the will 
of the people of Kansas. They knew, at the time they assembled, 
that the people of Kansas expected — for such was the impression 
everywhere, and many of the delegates were pledged to it beforehand — 
that when the constitution should be formed it should be submitted 
to the people, that' they might dectde-whether it embodied their sov- 
ereign will or not. When this was done, and when tliis pro-slavery 
coiii&titution was formed ; when there was nothing to be gained by 
urging this thing, and when everything was to be gained by a con- 
^trftry course, ii the South had come up in a body and spurned and 
repudiated thia fraud ; if they had said, as we will not subioit to, 
m we will not insist upon, any advantage obtained by wrong' or 
fraud if they had declared now, when- their motives could not have 
been questioned for so doing, that they were determined to leave the 
people free to fr^me their constitution tor theinselvesy and have slavery 
or nbt, as they i^leased ; that if thet'e was any doubt shout the^e having 
hien B. f&ir exp?esi3ion of the popular will, they would have nothing 
to do With it; that they would hold their hands off until the people 
should settle it for themselves ; if you had done that, you would have 
given the public confidence in the honesty of your jirofegsidnSj a'nd 
broken down sectionalism and fanaticism forever. Oh, but this would 
be 'intervention ! Surely, sir, the meaning of wo'rds, as well as the 

Erineipies^of pairties, must be undergoing a rapid change. Mi*. 
&an brings a paper here which he calls ihe constitution of K;att9fe«, 
-but which the people of Kansas, in evefy mode in which theyxan 
speekj declare is not their constitution. Their Delegate ujibn this 
"floor says it is not their constitution ; their Territorial Legislatiit^i^he 
only le^al legislative body existing in that Territory,' say it iS hot 
their constitution, and that they are not asking admissioii uiid^jr it. 
Aibd not only that, the people are invited and ^coWaged by the 
Governor and Secretary of State, and by the President,' to go to-fthe 
polls on the 4th of January ; and they goto the polls,' and say, dj^'teu 
thousand majority, that it is not their constitution, and' that they do 
not ask admission under it ; and I, and those who ate abting with me, 
say we are not satisfied that Kansas is asking admission into the 
-IJnion^at this time, under that or any other constitaiiion. There is a 
dispute about it ; and gentlemen pretend that to say we- will keep our 
hands off; that we will let the people settle it ; thst When we have 
become satisfied that the people have settled the question,^ and have 
organized a government, then we will consider whether 'they ha;ve 
suflScient populatiop, whether they are the right kind of a people to 
be admitted into the Union ; but until they have done that, we will 
have nothing to do with the matter ; I say gentlemen pretend that 
this is intervention in the affairs of the people of a Territory, and that 



to force a constitution upuii them which they utterly repudiate, and 
force it, i& need be, at the poiat of the bayooet, is non-intermntion. 
Well, sir, accoxding to my vhw^ it would be non-intervention with a 
vengeance. 

Let me make another remark or two in regard to this thing ot pro- 
sciption. In 1854, the issues upon which the Whig parfcy iiad stood 
passed away. Their great leader had gone down to his grave. After 
the dissolution and disorganization of that party, there sprang np in 
the country two great parties ; and the rapidity with which they 
spread and gained strength appalled the heart of "ory national and 
conservative man throughout this great country. 

The Democratic party seemed to be melting away like snow before 
them. Ofx me side was the Know-Nothing party, and on the other 
the Bepublican party, which seemed to spring into existence spon- 
taneously after the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. The Demo- 
crats werg! flying before them, both on the right hand and on the left, 
and the spaniel-like time-servera of the party were running howling 
:-back to their lienneils to evade the contest, and there lurked to await 
the result of the fierce battle that was approaching. 

Terxor-spread thEOUghautthe whole country. Not only t^e defeat, 
•but the destjitction of the Democratic party seemed to be almost in- 
ievitiible. it (fchjit time, whan cowards fled and shrunk in terror; 
,wh6ii thfeiweak and vacillating were skulking into hiding places, and 
j^vhea meu, now.loud in denunciations of those who do not act with 
them on this question < were hesitating to know where they should go, 
and .doubtiag what should be their course for the purpose of saving 
themselves -yM thatrtime of darkness and terror and dread, there came 
OQ the areisa itwo warriors who attracted the attention and eyes of this 
iw^hole nation. Without; hesitation, without doubt, they plunged into 
the coatept ; and" wherever the clouda lowered darkest, and the bsttle 
was fiercest, their Btalwart forms were seen driving among the 
thickest [ranks of- ^theic enemies, both Republican and Know-Nothing. 
.Thei!r;'vy8rrery and the words of fire which they breathed forth were 
:iQau'gh,t tjp aad Repeated from every stump and in every paper through- 
out tihe land. : .Those who had I fainted took courage ; those who had 
ifled tuiriied haok and began tb think that there was still some hope 
&»d,efoBJe:cb4iice of saving the . Democratic parfcy from destruction and 
idissolu^tion. The exialtant enemy.began to quail before their blows. 
■The strb'ng-hearted Democrats rallied around these gallant and vic- 
-torious captains. By degrees they began to regain the fields they had 
lost. The enemy, North and South, were at length beaten down, and 
the banners of the great Democratic party were again unfurled in 
triumph before the eyes of the nation. 

And who were these leaders who camo forward at this opportune 
time and saved the Democratic party from destruction? One was a 
northern man, the author of the Kansas-Nebraska bill ; the other was 
a southera man, the present governor of the much-honored Old 
Dominion." Two years have hardly passed away, and now these 
men, who made the issues on wliich Mr. Buchanan was brought into 
power—these men, who turned the tide and saved the party from de- 
struction—are now proscribed and himted down as if they were, in 
fact, felons and traitors ; and miserable time-servers are endeavoring 
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to blacken and befoul their chavacteys with their siime. My G-od, Mr. 
Obairman^ was such ingratitude ever heard of in any cdontry ? [Seyeral 
voices : ' Never ! " ] And why are they^ read out of I tho'party ?■ '■ One, 
the author of the Kansas- Nebraska bill, and who ought to know some- 
thing of what that bill means, and of whose fidelity to the Constitu- 
tion and to the rights of the South there ought:to be no question, ijays 
he is not satisfied that the people of Kansas were^'left to settle and 
■regulate their domestic institutions in their own avay j He is not 
satisfied that this constitution is a fair and legal embodiraent^of their 
will ; there is a doubt about it ; and he would rather wait, 'keep hands 
off, and let the matter be settled by themselves, before he was' called 
to act upon it. For. that, and that alone, the hue and cry was raised 
that he has abandoned the doctrine of non-interventioiij mxi he:tnu8t 
be read out of the Democratic party ; and that, too, by the authors of 
the Buffalo platform, and others of that kidney. And the e;reat organ 
for the purpose of doing that is the celebrated New York Herald, the 
Jeading organ of John C. Fremont in the last prtssidential contest. ■■■ 
Mr. Chairman, I am as warm a friend of Mr. 'Buchanan as he has 
on this floor. I expended a considerable isum out of my scanty for- 
tune, and a great deal of time and labor^ for the purpose of helping 
to bring him int6 the presidential chair*, From the time I left this 
House after the memorable session of 1856, until the pblls were closed 
and the votes counted in my district and State, I scarceiy laid my:^ head 
one nighton my own pillow at home. Night and day, amid gtoi'msand 
sunshine, wherever there was a blow to be struck antl battle to be 
fought, my weak arm was fouud attempting to strike that' bloiw and 
to assist in that contest. I am as devoted to 'the plriueiples of the 
party., and as anxious for the success of this Adminietretioo, as any 
man he. But let me tell you, Mr. Ohairman, that throughout this 
country there are more than half a million of men "v^ho supported Mr. 
Buchanan with all their hearts, and who are his bestfriends, who never 
will sanction this Leeompton movement under aiiy circumstances. 
Let me tell you that they are men who owe Presidents and Cabinets 
nothing, and who expect nothing at their hands. They T'iH' think 
for themselves. And, if the President wants tomaintain the in- 
tegrity of the party; if he wants, to have the respect of those who 
brought him into power, and who l<)ve and venerate Mm ; if he ex- 
pects to leave a bright record, which those who love the party and 
those who love his name may look upon with Tespecfc and love and 
regard hereafter, he must call off his hounds. Be must drive his span- 
ids, that are barking at the heels of better m6n than themselves, 6a<;^ 
to their Jcennels ; a.nd the dirty puppies who are spewing forth their 
filth through their dirty sheets, here and through the country, must 
bemuzded, [Laughter,] 

'Jliis course caiinot btj followed through ail time. If the iate;;rity of the Democratic 
party is to he uiahitained, this thing mvsi slop. Blov's will uot be always struck on one side. 
It 18 not in human nature to tolcraU- this thing forever. If you keep hammering a man 
over the head — I care not how gootl a friend he may be- he ^^'\\ at length resent the in- 
dignity, and retnm bloAv for blow. There is no doubt that such must be the restdfc. If 
tlae President consults lii.s ow^ interestfl, the iiit<3iest« of the Adniiniatratiou, and of the 
party of which he \6 the guardian, I repeat, he must stop this thing. 

Mr. Kttnkel, of Maryland. Does the gentleman mean to say that the Pret-ident of the 
United States has incited what the gentleman thinlcB proijer to denominate the little petty 
puppiea of newspaptru to make this war on any man or set of men i 



Mr.;,MAESUAi.L, ; of lIlmoiB. I vrill eaj-- this ;to the ffcntieman. I wouid bo gliid -to 
Itelieye otherwibp ; blit i aiD, aorry to say £!i;it tli<i ovidenco, forces me to the conclusion thai 
the ^J'ljsident iavors thiti thing, liie special organ of the Administratioa here, supposedito 
bs in 'the coniidenoJ of the President, has been most bitter and vituperative. The Penn- 
eylvanian, also mipposed' to be in the immediate conjndence of the President, has been 
equally bitter and vituperative. > 

Mr. ,K.raiaa, of Maxyland. Without any personal knowledge of the fact, I pronounce 
it a libel upon the .President. 

Mr. MABSHAiitj of'.iilinois. If the gentleman has no personal knowledge, he ought not 
to speak about £o matter he knows nothing about. [Laughter.] Mr. Chairman, I say this 
in no unkinfi t>pirit. I Kay it bocauise this thing li3s been pursued long'enough. I sayac 
because it is imjuat:— unjust to men who are as true friends of the Preiudent as any man in 
the copntry, and hsve as little idea of abandoning his general support. Siu'ely, su', the 
President and the Administration have mistaken the relation which they bear to the party 
and the country. W.hy arc we called tiaitors? Whom have wo betrayed? To whom do 
wc Owe allegiance ? Sir, we are not sent here to represent or reflect tho will of the iSsecu ■ 
live. ; We do not come hereto register tire edicts of a master. We owe allegiance, first, to 
the Constitution, and then to our constituents; and wo owe it to no other tribunal or 
po\s er on earth. If our fidelity is brought in question, we appeal to our conKtitnents to de- 
termine the matter, aind their verdict is final and conclusive. ■ If they are (?atisfled, who 
hats any right to compliin ? The President haa his appropriate functions — members of Con- 
grctid have theixa. He has no right to interfere with the passage of bills through Oou^essH, 
and iti..i!? a breach, of th<-: privileges of the House for him to do so. We, who aided in 
elevating the J'resident to the exalted office which lie holds, are his friends, not his slaves. 
He is our servant, fwl our master. If there k any trcaeon, it must be on the part of the 
servant, and c-annot be on the part of the master, who owes no allegiance. The Democracy 
of Illinois, who supported him so cordially, owe him none, and have a right to think and 
act for ^hemsel vCT. . , 

I was about to rem&rk, when intcmipted awhile ago, that there i.s something very s.ingnlar 
in the fact that upon every question, except one, men may think and act as they pieafie, 
without their party fidelity behig called in question. The President has recommended a 
E^aat many measures, and tliere is not a Democrat in Congress who supports the President 
in every position taken in his message. If there is such a man here- 1 should like him to 
show himself. And yet there is no complaint. Men may oppose the l-*resideut on his Army ; 
bill, on his Nicaragua policy, on his Tieasury note bill, and upon other measures, and thero 
is no complaint. There is something that men must notice as remarlcabk in regard to this, 
and that Is that this thing of proscription and denunciation stops just <u soon as you reach 
Mcaon and Dixon's Una. It is not right, sir. It ought to be stopped. And those from the 
North, and from the South, who are in the confidence of the President in regai-d to this 
meaBUTfi, ought to say to him to hold off his hands, for every one knows that u'pon the 
least intimation on the part of the President to these papers that are feeding and fattenuig 
on his patronage, that this thing was unpleasant to bim, it w^^ud be stop}x;d in a moment. 
Everybody knows that. 

Mr. Chairman, there is one feature which has pervaded the discussions of this Kansas 
question during the entire session, that couhl hardly fail to have attracted the attmtion of 
the most casual olisen'cr. I allude, sir, to the extreme anxiety many professed Democrats 
have shown to be able to make some point, or find some plausible ground of attack against 
Judge DovGLAS, or the Illinois delegation in the House, or oven the Htate and the DemocTacy 
wc have the honor to represent. Many Iiave seemed to think, if they could only hunt up 
some fact that would throw discredit upon that Senator, or weaken him in the esteem of 
the country, they had accomplished a great end, a!id all that was necessary to establish 
their own superior statesmanship. It is ever}- day becoming more and more apparent, that 
the extraordinary bitterness and vindictivencss manifested in this contest, has resulted from 
the scheming of aspiring demagogues, who would move heaven and earth to break down 
and discredit that distinguished fit;atosman. Tlie war has been, to a great extent, a personal 
one ; and, to accomplish their pur}>ose, a course has been pursued which never could have 
been dictated by sound policy, tlie interests of the country, or of the Democratic party. 

The assaults which have been made upon the Stiite of Illinois and her Democracy have 
l)cen treated with indifference and contempt. They deserve neither notice nor consideration. 
I do not propose a defence of my native State now. She needs none. Her own history and 
her present proud position constitute her own vindication. In her natural resources; La 
rapid development and material prosperity ; in the gallantry of her gons on the field of bat- 
tle ; in their devotion to the Coiistitution, the Union, and the rights of everj' section of the 
country ; in their unyielding devotion to the Democratic party and Democratic principles ; 
In all, sir, that can make one of her sons proud of the land that gave him birth, and that 
lias nourished and sustained him. Illinois stands this day without a parallel, the pride of the 
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oouctiy.vthe afltoiration ef all intelligent bbfifetvers,-. 1 thank. myiJG6d.>daily/ t?iri4iiat" My 
loi hss-been cast ooiong her- ;hardj eons. Add ^lalcng aa;i reflpirt* thaic apptoviQi 'aaA ie-' • 
tain thdr conMettcKs, I csoiElook 'apm tbc frowijys bf fbwer, tke'd^aijafclationa'ofiifiJ.l^ling ■ 
prcaB/emd the snceiB of;huiigry sycophants, with peifeat fadiflererice".' "IlioiDeaiocriicy of • 
nUooiSi fsr, .have .nQv:er faKSered orfinled in the dischai^go of '^cir daty;^ (iSfifr-Wtt n««W".jtWrt: • 
cna/ olhtr Hum a Demoeratic xxiU for Praidaii. "When nu-ny I Bce^ e;rGnnd"ni&, and'^ho' 'now > 
clEdm to, be thctonly ," Simon puro'" Democrate, -wore battling inithd mikBi of -the oneoiy ; 
■when the etorm of war raged heavieBt, and the Democracy of other' States : hate ' b^en^ de- ' 
feated end driven, from the field by the fieirce. chatrgea of theienemyjl64u:;foi««8iha^'vn6Ter 
faltered — our ooliunna hd.ve never been .broken. No bd^s- "what array "wiisbroWtit iigalnstJ 
thertt ;.Jlo odds : what obBtacles proeient«d, themBelVcs,-; the Democracy- i(rf;IMHoi8i have • 
tcatnided down the opposition, and proudly borne their flag to victotjv Aitd < theed ard th& > 
people, -Eir, that yon^would aowxead out of the Democratic paityl Mrv'Chehinanj'Ifindi 
itdifficnltlto reaUid the fact that< such ingratitude and suehrcoasuminate./ folly fc&n -poi»lbiy> 
exist sanioog ila en [calling themselves Demiacra-tB. ■ But tvcV at leasty ImVo'-the- <xin$ola.(ioQ iof 
kno'milig'jiiktif we arie forticd to separate, ym owe you nothing— absolutely nothing.' We • 
have : faithfully Ldfecbargcd our duty, -without fee or re-waift; We haVoibattled irianfully for « 
the tight becauso it was the right, and from mo selfish considerfttioneii'Wc lia^'fought- 
braVoly for> the Constitution and the Union, bccaiisoi •with^l.our hcartsj'wo Iove'tbcCon- 
Etittttian and the.Dnion. We have battlfcd daty and night, year aft(fr'year, :fortha fconstita- 
tionAl rights of tho South', because they were their 'constitutibnal rights, and 3 becaUBO wc: 
wish to do justice to out brethren of every portion and scclion of thifi blnW land.' ■ i 

. Of I all the, Stated j the most true to the Constitution and toi the Demoeratic party, ial'ways 
bold and ptominent in. the figbt, Illinois has reaped hoiie of tho 'imitfeiof Victdry; Her - 
sons^vo often sbcen leaders in the charge; and first to ' scale tho raEmparts of the iBneiny 
yet th« Bpoiis of victory have al-ways beenr divided aniong others; ■ Froiol' the nioment ehio 
beojne a Eoveroigh Stato to. the present time, she has never faltered ini.her adherence ^to 
the national Democracy. With men of acknowledged talents and statcemonshipiin h^r' 
midst, no'ii oiM5,of hersons has everj at any time, received a first-clafs appointment from' the 
Fjederal Government. Her claims in this rrapect have been disregarded." I'l Kot^thstandiftg 
all ithis, we have adhered to our faitb and battled for the right without a lunrmnt..! And 
now, as, mere fledgelings in the party. — men who have devoted the best part of theii livca; 
to the servicd of the enemy, have undertaken the task of denouncing and branding' us as 
tradtote and renegades ! 1 

But the honorable gentleman from Virginia [Mr. SMrra] lias, made himRelf ' <}(Hi8|)icuotis - 
by hiS' assaults upon Illinois- and her distinguished Senator. Following tho example "of 
ladies of doubtful reputation, he, too, seem4 desirous of patching up' his own political chstf- 
acter by assailing that of other men. He hais arrogated to himsjelf a superior srinclity, and' 
stands up in the market-places and " thanks God that he ■ is not as- these publicans And' 
sinners." Towards the close of his singular speech he abandons, for- a time,- generalitiea 
and insinuations, and attempts by distinct charges to assail the motivta of Judge DotGLAS 
and hia associates. One of these arraignments is in these words : ' 

"Mr. Smith, of Virginia. I wall say this in conclusion : that the delegation from iDlinois, 
or a portion of them at any rate, n3.et together here, when Congress assembled, to consider 
the coiivso which, a cei-tain gen'deman in the other end of the Capitol should pursucj and the 
means he should use, in order to secure his re-election to the United States Senate. I say 
that much ; and I will make out the case when I have the time. I say that certainly ex- ■ 
traordinary action has resulted in a concerted movement, having an eye alono to his re- 
election." ' 

1 have already stated on the floor of the House that this charge is wholly and entirely 
destitute of truth. It has no foundation whatever in fact. I allude to it now for the pur- ' 
pose of adding that tho honorable member ought to have known at tho time that it could 
not be true. It was known throughout the whole country, (the matter was discusEed in the 
newspapers some time before Congress convened) that the Senator from Iliinois was opposed 
to the unqualified admission of Kansas under the Lecompton constitution. Upon his arri- 
val in this city, some days before Congress convened, almost his first act was to wait on the 
President, and state to him frankly his views in regard to this question. Tiieir meeting 
was said to be cordial, and their conf. i < ,u .> frank and friendly, but their differences on this 
question were also said to be radical r.i: ! ;ir<.^oncilable. An accoimt of this viiit and con- 
ference •wa&at the time published in . .irk 13 papers throughout the country, and ought 
to have been known to the honorable - .ntl':::..-J!. I fcikc it for granted, however,, that ho 
had forgotten or overlooked these; fact .vlikh were so well known to tho whole country. 

The honorable member has been cjurilly unfortunate in the other specific charge which 
he thought proper to make. It is equally bascles.'?, and equully destitute of the semblance 
of truth. That cluu-ge 33 made in the following language : 

" Let mc say here, also, that Mr. Calhoun wTOte to Judge Douglas, not as a Senator, bu 
as a friend, Ktating tlie plan that ■fl'iis to be pureued, and asking his advice in reference to it 



N^^tjjwgTjio thftt lettpr-waa evciTjfeceiyved, ,bnt jth&CI|ucagcv.'nme8 «u];\e.ontran 
tI>&|jjcppQ9q4 plan.-, ' I state, tj$ ft fwt, , which^ 

•lD[,pDJaipritli hi8,^iy^<?pa¥it9.tl)i(^,c<;>i«^ fy:^ bo piu-^e^J ifl. sf l^afci 

fuj iMfcM!ie.,4i).dQf6irig^^ ,8iJgjgbs|:ion8,ii?f' thai letter. .1: havj3 noif i time ,U}^ 'go,ii\^i this queietjipri, , 
' aa'I..wio^ .1, I ([ • .;- !, l(^ ■'i;■vr;.,. 

■Mll. Cfaaiiilaaaly'I am utteriyiain^^ any .genlleitian/and cfepcokllyi'th^ 
nientbcT^ should travel lout ^of'Jiis path and his line of atigumenfc fof 'tiietjui'pOBe if 'br'ihgftt^' 
forwslni' Mid pladug' on record- a chargd of this chanfcter against a, difltiuj^uished leMer bt'^' 
his own party ; and that leader a man who has been iiiore prdraineiiti Opeiiji bold; a^dicttS*-' 
stant in thf; advocacy of the constitutional rights of the South, and the principles of the 
Democratic party, than any man now living. If the charge were true, the propriety of that 
gentleman bringing it forwanl in the manner and under the circumstances in which he lug- 
ggd it into his speech, would be at least, ,questip;c^al;>le ; but what will the House and the 
country tliink of it when I state, what I n6w dci;''lft6adly and distinctly, that in cvory essen- 
tial particular it is utterly destitute of foundation or truth ? Let me bo distinctly under- 
stood; ! Itiis not contended that Jud^e DouatAS evdS? wote'to Mr. Calhduii ottUlKiifeulgedt. 
The char^e ^lainlymhd^ifetiactly ihsintiated, ttithei' than diredily:niade,' lfe'th4t" 
ofribo J^nsaS'Ntbraska act; slot openi^' and 'boldly;' but in' an' iktiderhand '^aiid slmlRlfije 
manner, indicated' to Callw)un,: thWugh the cdlumns of the Chic«^o14nieiii'tlie' mbafe-<*f • 
eu^nwH^op. of tliC; congtijtution ,\Yijicli was adopted by the Lecomptoft iCop.venti|on. . l^^p^at, 
sir,^ il^t^|lx<j'.ph£M:gPjis'a^des^^^ of, truth as any,diaTge could po^ibVy.bCv Judge ;DQ9flfr^,j 
is in 4o )ma]^r. responsible f^r- the editorial coijdupt of the Chicago Tjip^es.: Tliaii ia fla inr , , 
dep^nqeut ,pejnQcr^^^^ in . the main, to the distinguished, &naipr .jfrpB^, : 

nlihok't bifjt i^ edit^ynad conduct a gentleman who, thiz^i. acts,, and writea fpr; , 

hini8<flf,^wxtjio|i£ BU|bmiiting to" the directipa or dicitation of any one. , ;B,u^ this disarowai i» ; 
not imborlaj^t'. , Th<j most amazing fact in refcroiice to this calumny is,'Jbba1^ no $uch offiafa f^,.. 
i}ie one indicated by Hie hmordble genUiman from Virginia has ever, at any tarn, appeared «» ift^jbci- 
wnn$ the .Cl^icam limes. This fact, at least, if it e^sistetl could be easily proven; and lj^efy 
the.g^tjtleina.n to produce the evidence. ,^ he fails, which he.mos^ assuredly will, -.tho 
charge is ;iot only ,sho\Nrn to be false, b^t Mtterly destitute of fouuflatiop or piausibilHy fitpntL,' 
th9, beginning, ' V ' ,: . , , ' : ,,i 

I do not, M'r. Chairmfui, chai^o thje hoppmble gentleman from J^irginia (Mri'S»fFtM)?with, 
wilful; falsehood or misrQpresentatioh.,, 1^^ l/li^ave toohigh an apprer 

ciatioA of r'jfhatls due'tb this body, ai^d to, the; position of the honorable ,gent}eiQai^, event, 
to insijiii^tc such a, .charge for a moment, I would not believe, for aj mpment that any;gea- 
tlemaa ^(ccupying: a,' i seat on thus floor ^ much less ope so distinguished. as vhe hoi^pi^ble, 
meniber, would be guilty of so base, a, fabrication, 05 qf giving it currejicy, ikno^iag it; to 
b6 false. . ' But whb,t I complain of, what tho 'friends of Ju<Jge Doyo^As.have a righji^ito com- 
plain pf^ is that the gentleman, should, without Investigation, pick up fron^.the pnrlijeuB^md! 
8tk;<iia of Wiishington anonymous slanders iigaiast a distinguished statesman,, fabricated by 
plunder-gorged parisites, aiid the. miserable, leprous, hungry pack who; are, ready, ;tQ ,baik at : 
the ,h^iel^ of any ,one whp they nyiy think is under the ban of power— slanders which, have ■•. 
beeti floating- around the streets of Waishington all ■\yintor, but which the friends of Judge . 
DouatAS deemed Svholly imworthy of their notice.^ We have a riglit to (pmplaia thatso; 
distbiguiahed a gentleman should le'i^d his name to £;ivo currency: to ^hai-g^ which before, 
were, Unworthy of notice, and allow, himself to bpcomc the conduit through which this, 
inisehibie spaxvn of malice . and d^if^iOitlqii sliould be poured forth upon the^House,; and.; 
sent put to infect the moral atmosphere of the who,^e, country. ,,, , " , 

jti*.' Chainrian, 1 shitll append to my , remarks, when printed (sec Appendix) the aiticle ; 
which Mr. Calhoun has indicated as the onev/hich he supposed reflected the views of Judge 
DdoGLA.3 on the question of submission of the constitution to be fnuned at Lecorapton. 
Calhoun first saw it^m a Kansas payer, copied from the Chicago Times. It apjseared -firBt , 
in the,Daily Times of the 14:th October, 1856. I have evidence, satisfactory to myself, that. 
Judge DouGiiAS kncAV nothing of this article at the time it appeared, and probably never 
saw it until I famished him, a few days ago, a copy of the IMmes in which it appeared. 
But, lip this as it ' may, it will bo seeu that the article, instead of sustivuiing, utterly dis- 
proves the charge maclc by the honorable member from Virginia ; and I have no hesitation, 
in saying, that if the motlc of submission, indic;ited in that article, had been adopted in 
good faith, the result would have been satisfactory to the people of Kauisas, and to the 
. whole country, ultra ,,fiM;tionist3, North and South, alone excepted. 

Mr.' Chairman, I see that the time allotted to me bus nearly expired. I have l)een led 
entirely out cf the line of remarks I proposed to mygelf when I obtained the floor. I 




inteadeiti, v/iien I a^cse^ to attempt to meet the argiiriieriite which' liave' bech' made .-/-ud'so 
often- repeftted oil tlie. other siae.."- I t'&ink I couM hird siiown, to the satisfabtioa. o'i^j''' 
candid ruind,' that there is no application' oa the pai-i or in behalf of the people or SE^pp,- 
or tb&'TeiTiioi^ of Kaasas, or tlie St®te of - Kansiis,- ror- admission into the truioji; tliatiicf' 
such'^BiSstioG isS jprop6r!y, pending'' before Congress"; that a file'e clamor -^ias hem ralaed'^abbrit 
thli^ 'whole iaatter ; that this Lecompton constitution is iL\ no proper sense the cdtistitx\ti6u 
of* Eesissas/ana in no proper sense eliihodies tht^ T^ill of her people ; and that it iB/a inis^iiitiJe 
piece of most wretched jugglery, a most biire tirid unbliiBhing fraud. But I see that J caii'not' 
nosii^ go ; into theca, questions at all. They have probably a,Jl been more ably dificassed by 
otb^irs than I could possibly discus them. It is, proLably, well that I have beeailed oilt.of 
the beaten track, for I &ni sure that I have thereby had more of the attention: of Jneinbers 
tlisoa I sh^^nld othervyise have done. , jv 



. appendix.' ' . 

'jilie .foll^'flgjS j^.r.j;ije article which appeared ia the Chicago Times, October 14, 1856,; 
which hsSjlw^.Q indicated by Mr, Calhoun as the one whi-.^ he;8uppbB©d reflected the views 
of /yi. Dguoii^s rin ZQgaid. to the mode in which the conatitntion ftamed ht Lecompion 
8houl(lbe subinittedito the people of KacBaa for their ratification or rejection : . 

- " Eahsas — CoNsmcnGNAL Convention. — The eopvention which was oIec{«d' in Kat^sas 
to fi^e a State constitution for that Territory will soon meet again. They canhdt fail to 
have cbserk'ed, what all the rest of the world has obsen-ed, that the voice of the people of 
KaslSEis is in favor of a free State. We know not what may be the purpose or t!he' feelings 
of the delegates upon the question of slavery, but the recent election has d^riiohatrated 
that' nothing else than a constitution which shall exclude and prohibit glav'^ciiHr' will be 
ac6epted-^by the people of the Territory. Tliat fact is so patent that no man.can 'shut bis 
eyes'tb it.' ' ', 

■'."Iv is &ld that the cOilVention, when elected, was' pnanimousiy pro-slavcrj- ; that we 
know Jfco be untrue ; we know that there were many delegated, who were bi favor of obeying 
the wishes of the people ; and a majorit/ in favor of submitting their action, no matter wh^t, 
it was, to popular approval or rejection at the poles. What that convention, will do, or 
whatit-vWll not do, we have rot the means of knowing. But we know that any attejapt 
to force a pr6-6laveiry contetitui ion upon the people without the opportunity of voting it ddiira 
at tha polls will be regarued, after the recent expression of sentimeilt, as so decidedly un- 
just, opprtsdve, and unworthy of a free people, that the people of the United States will not 
gaiiction it.' It would add thousands to the vote of the Republican party in every State of 
th^^iiibn.aild give to that oi-ganiiation %«tlat it has never had yet — show of justice' and trntb. 

th^^ Democtiitic members of that convention Me coiu-se is plain. The people have 
decided in^favoT bf a free State ; though they have not voted on the naked issue of free 
Sfete' €«;>fi!ave State,' they have voted practically in favor of a free State. Tw:o-thirde o^^, 
the Bfiinoctatic party in Kansas have voted with the 'free-Stat«' partyatthe recent election,, 
id' (mJer. to make thie popular decision more emphatic. As Kansas must be a fre0 State, 
et^ l&8t .i»ik»ris Si the Territory who are Imown as ' pro-slaverj ' men must recognize in 
the late '(?lectioh a decision which must not l>e slighted nor put at defiance. To that ex- 
prcBsioil of "the popular will there should be a graceful, if not a cheerful 6ubmissi9n. Ksnsaa 
is tci W a free' Statet That fact being afscertained, let the convention frame & constitution' 
to suit her best interests upon all other questions, and let the pr6hibition of slavery be piui 
in it, clearly and withput quibble, plainly, without disguise, explicitly, broadly, and firmly. 
Lfet the convention then submit that constitution to the people. If it be adopted, Kan- 
STfl Vrfll come into the Union at the next session, and the Republican party will expire for 
want of sustenHnco. If any members of the convention desire to prolong the controversy, 
or to have a regular direct vote upon slave State and free Stiite, let a free Stat6 constitution— 
tlieTopeka constitution, divested of such of its provisions time has shown to be unsuitable — 
and aalave State constitution be prepared. Let them both be submitted to the people — 
the vote to be 'free-State constitution, yes,' or , free-State constitution, no;' 'slave-State 
consHtntion, yes,' or 'slave-State constitution, no.' Let them, if they dtsire to vote in 
favor of & slave State, have the opportunity ; but let the constitution be submitted to the 
popular vote, and at an early day. 

" I«t the pi^nt convention submit this matter to the people without delay, and have 
the long controversy settled finally, and in thf. only effectual manner that is possible 
In six months after the admission of Kansas, Black Republicanism will be be no more." 



